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untrodden nature, ensure recurring international fascination for the Dutch
wintering on Novaya Zemlya.
Into the Ice Sea is an Arctic reference
work but also presents a colourful
impression of journeys in northernmost
Russia immediately after the breakup of
the Soviet Union. This format was chosen
to explore the full breadth of the research
and bring out parallels between the
sixteenth- and twentieth-century narratives. As the research unfolds, meet
Zenya and his sidekick Konstantin. Learn

some Peculiarities of Russian Habits and
the politics of archaeology [Chapters 11 and
12]. Join gun exercises and contemplations during long night watches for polar
bears, and a midnight ‘historical sensation’ when the cabin layout is found to
correspond to the Golden Section: the
mathematical building measure of the
Renaissance [Chapter 14]. Into the Ice Sea
also includes a reconstruction of Barents’
ship and its armament by Rijksmuseum
shipbuilding experts, based on historical
data and wreckage recovered by the expeditions. This is a book for browsing and a
book for reading.
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Into
the
Ice Sea
Barents’ wintering on Novaya Zemlya –
A Renaissance voyage of discovery

Willem Barents’ wintering
on Novaya Zemlya in
1596–1597 is associated
with the blossoming of
Dutch commerce and
culture and the dawning
of the Golden Age. The
exploration of the Arctic
frontier and search for the
Northeast Passage to China
and Japan, with experimental navigational instruments and the cosmographic theory of that age, is chronicled by
Barents’ shipmate Gerrit de Veer between
1594 and 1597. The wintering of the shipwrecked crew in the ‘Saved House’ was the
first successful wintering of Europeans in
the High Arctic.
Into the Ice Sea presents a synthesis of
four summers in the Novaya Zemlya archipelago between 1992 and 2001. Our expeditions were designed to gain further
insight into the motives, strategies, and
tools of the sixteenth-century explorers. The
Saved House held a commercial sample of

the booming European
cultures. It was an extraordinary winter camp, with
linens, pewter tableware, a
variety of Renaissance
prints
by
Hendrick
Goltzius and Jacob de
Gheyn, an eighty-year-old
Gothic clock, wax candles,
leather-bound
books,
and
ornately decorated Venetian chalices.
Archaeologists connected with the
Amsterdam Rijksmuseum, keeper of
objects recovered from the wintering cabin
since 1872, searched Novaya Zemlya’s
inaccessible northeastern coast for traces
of the wintering, including Barents’ shipwreck and grave. Ship and camp remains
and the objects recovered from the Saved
House provide the material link between
the diary and its historical context. By
retracing the original voyage with De
Veer’s journal in hand, we present a view
of the Arctic through the eyes of a
sixteenth-century explorer.

Chapters

Synopsis

1. Into the Ice Sea 1991
2. Nova Zembla:
Tale and Discovery of
the Saved House
3. Dutch Expansion in the Sixteenth
Century
4. To Japan: Liefde through the Strait of
Magellan
5. Aftermath – Henry Hudson and the
Fourth Dutch Expedition
6. Touchdown on Novaya Zemlya – We
Uncover the Saved House
7. 1993 – Digging into the Sixteenth
Century
8. Two years later
9. Into the Kara Sea aboard R/V Ivan
Kiriev
10. Repulsed by the Storm
11. In search of Willem Barents
12. Waiting to Be Rescued
13. Terra Firma: Ashore in the Bay of
Strangers
14. The House on Shore
15. We find parts of the ship
16. In the Yugor Strait
17. Epilogue: Vaygach 2000

Into the Ice Sea combines history and
adventure. The first five chapters provide
historical context and an international
rationale. The Dutch Republic dispatched
seven expeditions to Asia between 1595
and 1598, but only one ship eventually
succeeded in reaching Japan: Liefde, with
William Adams (hero of Clavell’s Shogun)
as pilot. Almost 300 crewmen of the fivevessel fleet were buried in the ‘Dutch
cemetery’ during their wintering in the
Strait of Magellan [Chapter 4]. After
Barents’ and Van Heemskerck’s search for
a passage through the Arctic came Henry
Hudson’s attempt in 1609. The VOC,
reluctant to invest in the enterprise,
provided only a small, dilapidated vessel:

Appendices: highlights of the journals
published by Jan Huyghen van
Linschoten and Gerrit de Veer
between 1594 and 1600, including
Van Linschoten’s descriptions of
Japan (Itinerario), first whaling
(Round by the North), and De Veer’s
accounts of anomalous sunrises and
keeping up spirits in the depths of
the Arctic Night.

“Yacht Halve Maen, 40 last, bound for the
North” [Chapter 5].
The hypotheses that inspired our expeditions were formulated in 1980 by
Russian archaeologist Dmitri Kravchenko.
With Soviet expeditions in the 1970s,
Kravchenko had searched the shores of
the ice sea for traces of Russian explorers
Vladimir Rusanov and Baron E. von Toll,
also described in this book [Chapter 9]. In
1977, when the Institute for Arctic and
Antarctic Research sent him to Novaya
Zemlya to investigate the remains of
Barents’ winter camp, Kravchenko
reported a wealth of traces, including ship
wreckage. Obsessed by his glimpse into
the past, he set out again in 1991 to
navigate the Northeast Passage in Barents’
name. At summer’s end this journey
between the ice floes turns into a race
against time as Vilkitsky Strait may freeze
over in an instant. Then comes news of
the putsch against Gorbachev… [Chapter 1].
The sixteenth-century expeditions
mark the dawning of modern times. After

the 1000-years “Dark Ages”, science and
technology returned to the center of societal developments [Chapter 3]. With the
onset of Romanticism in the nineteenth
century, the Renaissance Arctic endeavours were put in a perspective that still
can be appreciated today. While Stanley in
1871 in Africa was “finding” Livingstone,
the ice in the polar seas was retreating (as
the ‘Little Ice Age’ came to an end), and
the Saved House yielded its treasure like
a time capsule [Chapter 2]. This exceptional event plus De Veer’s personal
reflection and sharp observations of

